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Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Region 6 REOC Update

 
Subject:                      Region 6 Update # 97
                                    Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Date:                           August 5, 2010
To:                              Incident Command
Thru:                          Planning Section
From:                         Situation Unit
Reporting Period:     August 3, 2010 1300 – August 4, 2010 1300

 
1. Background

Site Name: Deepwater Horizon Incident   FPN#: N10036
Mobilization Date: 4/27/2010   Start Date: 4/28/2010

 
2. Current Situation 

The incident status summary as reported in the BP Situation Executive Summary as of 0600 on 8/5 is as follows:

 Totals for 8/4 Cumulative Totals 
as of 8/4

Responding Personnel 31,811 -

Responding Offshore Vessels 4,121 -

Deployed Containment Boom (million ft ) - 3 31

Deployed Sorbent Boom (million ft ) - 8 29

Controlled Burns Conducted 0 411

In-Situ Burned Oil (bbls) 0 265,450

Recovered Oil/Water Mix (bbls) 11 825,000

Oil Recovered by the Enterprise (bbls) 0 562,117

Oil Collected/Burned by Q4000 (bbls) 0 241,186

Oil Recovered by the Helix Producer (bbls) 0 23,743

Applied Surface Dispersant (gal) 0 1,072,514

Applied Subsurface Dispersant (gal) 0 771,272

 

2.1       USCG Incident Command Post (Houma, LA)
·         On 8/3, EPA continued to coordinate with Unified Command (UC) on transition planning
·         On 8/3, the USCG National Pollution Funds Center Case officer was unable to locate the PRFA Amendment, which was believed to have been
approved and signed   On 8/4, the PRFA Amendment was regenerated and will be hand carried to UAC for signature on 8/5
·         On 8/3, EPA continued matching lab results to sample IDs and added approximately 20,000 lab results to Scribe   EPA coordinated with NOAA in
an effort to transfer data management responsibilities by August 21, 2010
·         On 8/4, The EPA Air Program requested the DATA Team to revise CTEH Air Data to facilitate grouping records by sampling mission added
fields to identify sample stop times and duration
·         On 8/4, EPA assisted the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences with the sample request process for source oil and weathered oil
samples and attemped to get them oiled sand
·         On 8/3 and 8/4, EPA assisted UC with the waste collected by Plaquemines Parish   The cleanup contractor who generated the waste works for both
BP and Plaquemines Parish in different capacities   This contractor has been billing BP for the work they are conducting for BP and for the Parish   BP
indicated that they will handle the waste generated by the Parish and will attempt to pull the Parish into UC to prevent future issues
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2.2       USCG Area Command Post (New Orleans, LA)
The injectivity test was successfully completed on the morning of 8/3   Pumping of drilling fluids for static kill began at 1503 hours on 8/3   The
pumping operations was estimated to last for 12 hours  
On 8/4, hydrostatic pressure of the top cap was holding at 3511 psi   A few barrels of drilling mud were added every few hours to maintain
equilibrium for monitoring and testing  
On 8/4, a small leak was reported on the flex flange below the point at which the drilling mud is pumped   The flex flange normally releases gas,
but is now releasing more oil than gas   BP reported that the leak is due to residual oil under the containment cap  
On 8/4, USCG reported rumors that a Vessels of Opportunity protest is being organized in St  Tammany Parish due to unavailability of work   Area
command is investigating the issue  
EPA attended a BP sponsored open house in Cameron Parish on 8/4 at the Creole community center
On 8/3, the Ocean Veritas vessel returned to port to transfer automated Winkler titration equipment and titrations to the Brooks McCall vessel   The
Brooks McCall vessel departed at 1800 hours  Subsurface monitoring was not conducted on 8/3 because both vessels were in port
On 8/4, the Brooks McCall vessel conducted four subsurface monitoring casts   Three casts were conducted at the same location   Winkler titrations
were conducted throughout the day

 

 

 
2.3       Field Activities
Samples Collected: 

Type Chalmette Venice Grand
Isle Cocodrie Waste Total for 8/3 -

8/4
Cumulative

Total

Water 0 2 3 3 0 8 888

Sediment 0 2 2 3 0 7 112

Oil (mousse) 0 0 0 0 0 0 56

Waste 0 0 0 0 0 0 41

Summa
Canisters

5 6 6 0 0 17 916

PQ200 Filters 6 6 6 0 0 18 741

PUF 2 2 2 0 0 6 169

 
Fixed Air Monitoring/Sampling Stations:  

ID Location City, State Equipment Type Observed Issues for 8/3 - 8/4

C02 Fire Station No  8 Poydras, LA 1,2,3,4,5 B,D,G

C04 Aycock St  Fire Station Chalmette, LA 1,2,3,4,5,6 B,C,F

C05 Fire Station No  11 Hopedale, LA 1,2,3,4,5 A,E

GI05 Grand Isle State Park Grand Isle, LA 2,3,4,5,6 H

GI08 Air Sampling House Grand Isle, LA 2,3,4,5 None

GI09 Fourchon – LUMCON Research Station Fourchon, LA 2,3,4,5,6 H

V02 USCG Venice, LA 1,2,3,4,5 None

V03 Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 1,2,3,4,5 None

V03B Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 7 None

V06 Buras Auditorium Buras, LA 1,2,3,4,5,6 None

 
Equipment used at Fixed Air Location:

Equipment Type Equipment Monitor/Sample Duration/Type

1 AreaRae/MultiRae Monitor VOCs 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

2 MiniRae Monitor VOCs 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

3 PQ 200 Sample PM 2 5 24 Hr/ Composite

4 Summa Canister Sample VOCs 24 Hr/ Composite

5 EBAM Monitor PM 10 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

6 High Volume PUF Sample SVOCs 24 Hr / Composite

7 Teledyne H2S Monitor Model 101E Monitor H2S 24-Hr / 1 hour averages
                                                                                                                                                              
Observed Issues:

A     On 8/3, the Summa Canister sample from Location C05 was not submitted for laboratory analysis due to a clogged regulator resulting in
insufficient volume
B      On 8/3, hourly averages for oxygen and VOCs are unavailable at Location C02 from 0200 to 0300 hours and at Location C04 from 1700 to 1900
hours   The cause of the data gaps is currently under review
C      On 8/3, hourly averages for PM10 are unavailable at Location C04 from 0000 to 0900 and from 1100 to 2300 hours   The cause of the data gaps



is currently under review
D     An exceedence of the PM10 screening level was noted for Location C02 at 2100 hours on 8/3   The cause of the exceedence is currently under
review
E      On 8/4, hourly averages for oxygen and VOCs are unavailable for Location C05 from 0100 to 0300 and at 1600 hours   The cause of the data
gaps is currently under review
F       On 8/4, hourly averages for PM10 are unavailable at Location C04 from 0000 to 2300 hours   The cause of the data gaps is currently under
review
G     Exceedences of the PM10 screening level were noted for Location C02 at 1600, 2000, and 2100 hours on 8/4   The cause of the exceedences is
currently under review
H     On 8/4, exceedences of the VOCs screening level were noted for Location GI05 at 0900 hours and for Location GI09 at 0800 and 0900 hours
due to high humidity and spent desiccant tubes

 
Explanation of Past Exceedences/Data Gaps:

·         All past exceedences and data gaps have been resolved

 
Description of Field Operations:

·         Cocodrie Water Operations
o   On 8/3, the Cocodrie Water Operations team collected 2 surface water samples and 2 sediment samples from locations in Terrebone Parish
for chemistry and toxicity analysis   The team did not observe oil or sheen in the area
o   On 8/4, the Cocodrie Water Operations team collected 1 surface water sample and 1 sediment sample from a location in Terrebone Parish
for chemistry and toxicity analysis   The team did not observe oil or sheen in the area

·         Venice Water Operations
o   On 8/3, the Venice Water Operations team collected 1 surface water sample and 1 sediment sample from a location near the southern
section of the Chandeleur Islands for chemistry and toxicity analysis   The team did not observe any oil or sheen in the area
o   On 8/4, the Venice Water Operations team collected 1 surface water sample and 1 sediment sample from a location near the northern section
of Chandeleur Islands for chemistry and toxicity analysis   The team did not observe oil or sheen in the area

·         Grand Isle Water Operations team
o   On 8/3, the Grand Isle Water Operations team collected 1 surface water sample and 1 sediment sample from a location within the eastern
portion of Barataria Bay for chemistry and toxicity analysis   The team also conducted reconnaissance in the northern portion of Barataria Bay   A
consistent light sheen was observed through much of the area   
o   On 8/4, the Grand Isle Water Operations team collected 1 surface water sample and 1 sediment sample from Caminada Bay for chemistry
and toxicity analysis   The team also collected 1 surface water sample from the surf along Grand Isle Beach   The team observed an area of oil
sheen approximately 2 5 miles east of the Sand Dollar Marina

·         Waste Sampling and Assessment team
o   On 8/3, the Waste Sampling and Assessment team conducted assessment activities at one BP waste collection facility located in Slidell, LA
o   On 8/4, the Waste Sampling and Assessment team conducted assessment activities at two waste collection landfills located in Sorrento, LA
and Westwego, LA   

 

 

 

 

 

 
2.4        TAGA

On 8/3 and 8/4, the TAGA 1554 bus conducted mobile air monitoring for BTEX in EPA Region 4   The TAGA 1693 bus remained stationed at the
US EPA Ecology Laboratory in Gulf Breeze, FL due to failure of the GPS computer and networking capabilities   A new computer was ordered
and will be installed on 8/7
On 8/5, the TAGA 1554 bus will conduct mobile air monitoring for BTEX in EPA Region 4

2.5      ASPECT
On 8/3, ASPECT conducted flight operations over the mid-section of the western Delta to Terrebonne Bay and over Barataria Bay
On 8/4, ASPECT attempted to conduct flight operations from Terrebonne Bay to Iberia Bay, but was forced cancel operations due to weather
conditions
On 8/5, ASPECT will conduct flight operations over Terrebonne Bay, pending weather conditions   

2.6     Water Quality Protection Division Update
A Water Quality Protection Division Update is attached

3. EPA Assets
3.1 Current Assets Deployed

Activated in Dallas, TX
REOC activated
SRICT activated
RRT activated

Resources:

Personnel

Dallas,
TX

New
Orleans,
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA

Cocodrie,
LA

Gulfport,
MS

Offshore
Vessels

Stennis,
MS TOTALS

EPA             

  -   OSC 5 2 1 1 1 1 1 1  1  14

  -   RSC 7           7



  -   Other 4 2 1   2      9

START 5  3 16 3 13 13 3    56

TAGA
Personnel           1 1

ERT
Personnel           4 4

ASPECT
Personnel         4   4

TOTAL 21 4 5 17 4 16 14 4 4 1 5 95

 

 

Equipment

Dallas,
TX  

New
Orleans
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA

Cocodrie,
LA

Gulfport,
MS

Offshore
Vessels

Stennis,
MS TOTALS

ASPECT          1   1

TAGA Bus            2 2

Gooseneck
Trailer             0

Mobile
Office
Trailer     1  2 1     4

Satellite     1    1    2

Boat       1 1 1    3
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